
DRUG, ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO SCREENING AND ASSESSMENT TOOLS –
PER DHCS APL 21-014 AND FAQ MAC2.1

Screening Tool    
If misuse, then use 

Assessment Tool 

Assessment Tool    
If misuse, then counseling & 

referral    
(Can be used solely without 

use of screening tool)

Brief Misuse Counseling 
And 

Referral To Treatment 

AUDIT-C (12+, a) 
BSTAD (12-17 T,A,D)*
CRAFFT 2.1+N (12-21 T,A,D)
TAPS 1 (21+, T,A,D)
DAST-10 (21+ D) 
SASQ – (21+ A) 

DAST-20 (12-21 D)
AUDIT (12+ A )
NM-ASSIST (21+ D) however 
NIDA discontinued this 
assessment tool in favor of 
TAPS 2 (21+ T.A.D)

Counseling
• Provide feedback regarding screening & 

assessment results;
• Discuss overall severity of the problem;
• Support making behavioral changes; and 
• Discuss and agree on plans for follow-up

Referral 
Refer for additional evaluation and treatment 
options if indicated. 

T=Tobacco, A=Alcohol, D=Drugs

https://www.dhcs.ca.gov/formsandpubs/Documents/MMCDAPLsandPolicyLetters/APL2021/APL21-014.pdf
https://www.hepatitis.va.gov/alcohol/treatment/audit-c.asp#S1X
https://nida.nih.gov/bstad/
https://crafft.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/CRAFFT_2.1N-HONC_Clinician_2021-07-03.pdf
https://cde.nida.nih.gov/sites/nida_cde/files/TAPS%20Tool%20Parts%20I%20and%20II%20V2.pdf
https://cde.nida.nih.gov/sites/nida_cde/files/DrugAbuseScreeningTest_2014Mar24.pdf
https://www.niaaa.nih.gov/health-professionals-communities/core-resource-on-alcohol/screen-and-assess-use-quick-effective-methods#pub-toc2
https://www.mandarincounseling.com/sites/default/files/dast20.pdf
https://sbirt.care/pdfs/tools/AUDIT.PDF
https://nida.nih.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/nmassist.pdf
https://cde.nida.nih.gov/sites/nida_cde/files/TAPS%20Tool%20Parts%20I%20and%20II%20V2.pdf
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